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From the President
by Robert Velthuizen

An average lifetime is, roughly speaking, about thirty-thousand days. As I'm
P writing this last of my President's Columns, I'm coming to the end of a series

- @ of 730 of the days allotted to me. While life has been likened to "the flash of
(the firefly in the night", y ou'd think that tw o years really is only a miniscule
lip. Yes, in geological timescales or een the history of our people, such a
|period doesn't amount to much, but w e all know that, as an experience, it can

mean a whole lot.

And indeed, almost every one of those days | hawe felt honored and blessed with your trust and with
the opportunity the Presidency has been for me. | have learned about being the president of a syna
gogue. | have learned much about services, Hebrew and learned to think more in depth about
Judaism and how we can turn to it for answers to our most difficult day-to-day questions. | hav e
learned much about our town and Jewish institutions around us.

But more importantly , | have met many of you, and learned what wonderful people w e have. | have
been inspired by your passion for Judaism and B'nai Torah. | am strengthened by the resilience of our
community that is there for people in need. | am humbled by the wisdom and knowledge that many

of you have and grateful | have had an opportunity to learn from y ou.

B'nai Torah is a vibrant synagogue, amazingly well in tune with the needs in the tw enty-first century .
As a result, we are growing. The basic quality in B'nai Torah that is at the foundation of its success is
that, as a community, we care. We care about the well being of our members, of our children, and of
the community at large. This, w e should be proud of and never lose.

When you read this, I'll be a lame duck. Our new Co-Presidents are amazing people. Jeff and Beerly
are abuzz with enthusiasm, ideas, and eagerness to bring us further | thank them in adv ance for all
they will do for us. Please give them and the new board your support both financially and with some
of your time. | thank y ou for all the support y ou have given me. It's been an amazing ride, which |
will treasure for the rest of my (hopefully eight thousand or so) days.



In the spotlight:  The M-Team!
by Robert Velthuizen

In the past two years you have seen an "In the Spotlight" in ewvery
Megilla (w ell - almost; | missed one). For eery edition, | could
choose from a large group of volunteers that are deserving of
recognition. B'nai Torah is blessed with a large group of inspired
and inspiring people, and there are many left for future Spotlights.

In this last edition of my term, | will take the opportunity to put
more than one person in the spotlight. The Megilla team (M-Team)
consists of Vince Woodward (editor), Sharon Nagy (lay out, binding
and mailing) and Susan Elkodsi (proofing and printing). This team
has been able to give us month after month a beautiful newsletter
that stands out, is attractive and makes for some good reading.

Such beautiful newsletters do not just happen. It takes seeding, fer
tilizing, nurturing, pruning and harv esting - all in a combined
effort of the Megilla team. Of course our community provides fer -
tile ground; w e have interesting, warm members with great
thoughts; we have exiting and inspiring ev ents, photographers,
writers. Our Megilla team builds on that to create this wonderful
newsletter.

Many thanks go to Vince for a wonderful job of directing The
Megilla. Thank you to Sharon for careful layout and her extraordi -
nary patience with the many detailed comments and requests on
drafts. In addition, kudos and Asante Sana to Susan, for all the
assistance in the proofing and layout process and a wonderful and
timely print job. | w ould also like to mention that the binding and
mailing effort usually gets help from w onderful, selfless individu -
als such as Sharon's mother Janet and Bernice Dietz.

| am very grateful for the Megillateam, and all the wonderful v ol-
unteers that make the world go around for B'nai T orah. A presi-
dent's job is impossible without a univ erse of help, and all you have
made my term such an interesting, rewarding, and pleasurable
time. Thank You!
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Editor's Note Due To Severe

It is my great pleasure to bring you the June 2010 A||ergies’ Please Do
edition of the B'nai Torah Megilla. Many thanks Not Brin
once more to all who made it possible. g

ﬂ‘l\\i ]—! !"\ '

This edition sees the final President's Column from
Robert Velthuizen. Itis the end of an era. The pres Peanuts, Tree Nuts,

idency is now shared by Jeff Levi and Bewerly Fein. Or Any ltems
In this edition y ou will find Jeff's biography , in next month's Bev's. | Containing Them
look forw ard to reading their monthly column. W ill they furnish a
combined effort, or tw 0 separate missives? Watch this space! Into The Synagogue
In the meantime | would like to express my regret that Robert's tw o- If You Have

year (has it really been that long?) tenure as President has ended. | ;
am grateful for his leadership and kind support in the dev elopment | QuUestions, Please Cdl
of this bulletin. His w as the vision. | cast my mind back two years. Our Office,

Says he, "Look here my lad, what d'you want this Megilla to be?" _

Says I, “Sir, | want it to be the friendly and informativ e voice of our (203) 268-6940.
synagogue B'nai Torah!" "Make it so," says he.

Thank You.

Hence it was, thus it shall stay.
Keep reading and writing make The Megilla y ours!

Vince Woodw ard
Phone: (203) 445-9778
E-mail: Vince.woodward@gmail.com

Special Announcement

Rabbis Amanda and Colin &tie ae delighed D invite the congggation
to celebate as their son

Yoni Lev
becomes a Bar Mitzvah

Parashat Ekv
Erev Shabbat,rkeay, July 30, B0 p.m., éllowed Ly kiddush
Yom Shabbat, Satay, July 3, 9:15 a.m., éllowed by kiddush/lund
Please R& b e-mail imitation or mbbicolin00@sbcglobalindy July &

B'shalom v'alvah
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Nursery School News
by Joan Watnick

%We were thrilled to w atch our cater-
pillars transform into cocoons and
finally butterflies. W e said goodbye

to them and released them on the
playground.

Our Israel Emissaries, Dvir and
A Keren, celebrated Yom Ha'atzmaut
with our Threes and Fours classes.

by our enrichment fund. Thank y ou everyone for your donations.

Rabbi Colin showed us the Torahs in the sanctuary in celebration of
Shavuot.

The children in the Four y ear old class had the opportunity to show
their appreciation to friends of our Nursery School. Elev en invita-
tions were created by the children and hand-delivered. At our “spe -
cial person party”, w e sang, danced, sered our homemade snack,
and presented a flower and hand-made card to each participant.
The idea of giving back was conwyed, and a good time was had by
all.

The Four year old class went on ™ oy
a trip to the Garbage Museum in
Stratford. We also created paper&a
from our recycled scraps at ;

school.

We had end of year celebrations m—

with a beautiful family Shabbat
that attracted over 100 guests,
picnics in the park and an excit- ]
ing interactiv e animal program from the Connecticut Audubon
Society What a wonderful y ear we've had, what a joy to partici-
pate in the growth and dev elopment that occurs during the pre -
school years. Thank you to Rabbi Colin, Shirley Cohen and Bernice
Tobin for adding to our program. Thank y ou to our devoted teach
ers for their outstanding efforts, and to Sharon and Deno for the
support that enables school to run smoothly.
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We had a great yoga class, sponsored

Mazel Tov to:
Andrew Lachterman
Olivia Petshaft
Jordan Rosen
Kayla Scinto
Sivan Tepper
Zachary Yellen

Nursery School
Class of 2002 on becoming
B’nai Mitzvah.

We are so proud of you.

Your friends at B'nai Torah
Nursery School

B’nai Torah Nursery School
Summer Camp will run for 6

weeks, from June 28 through
August 6, from 9:30 a.m. - 12
or 1 p.m. for 3, 4, and 5 ear
olds. Summer fun, includes
enrichment programs, art,
music, water and sand play,
as well as playtime in our
well-equipped playground

and air-conditioned class-
rooms. Each week will fea-
ture a different theme. Group
size is small, and individual

attention as well as group
interaction is stressed. For
more information, please call
Joan Watnick (203) 268-0227.
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Social Action
by Mara Brosler

WOW! Can you believe that the Talmud Torah students raised $218.15 in
the redeemable bottle competition! That is 4,363 bottles and cans! Great
work, all of y ou who participated. The winner of our competition is the 5th
grade with 1,399 bottles. The 2nd grade was less than 200 bottles behind
them, so the 5th grade has invited the second grade to share in the prize.

Given the ewer-growing participation in this activity , we are making a
change for next year. Instead of bringing in the bottles and cans, we will ask
you to bring in the receipts from the bottle redemption centers. (Do you
know how long it takes to sort, count, and redeem 300+ redeemable items!)
Please feel free to start saving the receipts now for next yar!

The other project we were involved in did not hav e as good an ending. Due
to a problem with backpack returns, the last few months w e had to put the
food in bags. Therefore, we are asking you to hold on to any used but usable
backpacks and bring them in next year so we will hav e a supply for just this
eventuality .

As our synagogue grows, so do the ideas and opportunities. SocialAction
could use some more volunteers to help with the v arious projects. | hope to
have a "coffee and chocolate" meeting inAugust to get the new y ear rolling,
so if anyone is interested in checking out the opportunities in this commit -
tee, please send me gur phone or e-mail so | can make sure you know
about the meeting.

We work with the T almud Torah and the membership at large, and our proj-
ects provide aid to local and international groups, both Jewish and non-
Jewish. In the past year, we have organized food driv es for Jewish Family
Services (FS) and Tumbull Social Services. We hawe provided a good
Chanukah for a struggling client of JFS and her children. We assisted with
the cost of the puppeteer project in Emunah; provided food for Bridgeport
students; collected diapers and wipes for needy Bridgeport mothers; sent
care packages to Jewish soldiers stationed in the Middle East oer Rosh
Hashanah and Chanukah; and collected clothing and linens for veterans at
the VA.

If you are interested in these or any other projects, please let us know
Contact Mara Brosler at maraafried@aol.com or (203) 445-1055.

Have a wonderful, energizing summer . | look forw ard to seeing many of
you next year!
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Cards Sent by Rabbi &
the Congregation

Susan & Leonard Shen
Mazel Tov on daughter Elana's
Bat Mitzv ah

Chuck Lipetz
Speedy recowery

Neil & Randy Rosen
Mazel Tov on daughter Jordan
Leah's Bat Mitzvah

Barbara Tomsky & Family
In memory of Harry T omsky

Steven & Hillary Y ellen
Mazel Tov on son, Zachary
Morris's Bar Mitzv ah

Mitchell & Janet Wechter
In memory of Mitchell's father ,
Leonard Wechter

Marge & Bob Schulman
Mazel Tov, Daughter Colby &
Son-in-law Chris had a baby boy

Janet & Stuart Prottas
In memory of Janet's sister, Ruth
Ann

Jay Hochman
In memory of father, Stanley
Hochman

Kevin & Karen Money
Mazel Tov on daughter, Erica
Leigh's Bat Mitzv ah

Dorothy Schoengood
Speedy recowery
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Sisterhood News
by Debbie Velthuizen

It has been a \ery busy and productiv e year. In addition to catering and
providing food for kiddushes, holidays and simchas, and raising the

= funds to provide for them, w e have attended se\eral shows together.
We have sponsored Rosh Hashanah mazel-grams, Kol Nidre food

driv es, paid-up members' luncheon, Labor Day tag sale, movie night,
line dancing and trips to the Bronx Botanical Garden in the fall and

spring.
The Sisterhood barbecue and pool party is Sunday July 25 at 3 p.m.

. RSVPs are required if you plan on attending. Call (203) 445-9973 and
Ieave a message. tiru do not have to swim, but please come regardless. It is always a wonderful day.

We hope to make a trip to Tanglewood over the summer. Details TBA.

We are accepting items for the Labor Day tag sale. Please do not bring large appliances, computer
parts or broken items. The sale will be Sunday, September 5
and Monday, September 6, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. Please call ifou
can help in any way (203) 445-9973. Lastear, with only one
day of sales, we made $4,100.

Through our catering, w e earned more than $6,000. So |
would like to extend a very big Yasher Koach to all those who
utilized our services and especially to all the wonderful v ol-
unteers who made it happen. They are Adreinne Zack, Jill
Makaron, Linda Schulman, Rita & Robert Marino, Michelle
Scinto, Barbara & Charles Lipetz, Anneke Velthuizen, Stacey
Berman, Henry Bauman, Mara Brosler, Judy Cooper, Shelley Hall, Charlotte Denenberg Susan Hersh,
Terri Levi, Gale Antell, Bonnie Lobel, Penny Volpe, Bernice Dietz, Cheryl Elliot.

Book sale! The book sale vas a success, due to the ®unteers
who made it happen. They are: Janet Bass, Sue Elkodsi, Elie
8 Yanowitz, Shirley Cohen, Sue Bell, Jordan Bell, \ihcent

il Velthuizen, Robert Velthuizen, Stacey Berman, Max Berman-
g™ \\Voodw ard, Penny Volpe, Alex Hersh, Barbara Twickler, Sue
S Nerenberg, and Marge Labinger, Bernice Dietz, Mara Brosler,
L Rebecca Hagel, Jeff Levi, Jill Makaron, and especially Linda
Schulman, Alissa Heilbrunn, and Shelley Hall - it w ould not
have been possible without your support. We earned $1,400.

We have a \ariety of great activities planned for next y ear.
Please consider joining and participating. We are an energetic, fun, warm and friendly group. As
Vince Woodward would say, "Make the Sisterhood yours!"
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Co-President Elect: a biography
Jeff Levi

Jeff Levi is a long time member of
Congregation B'nai Torah. His parents

>¥) joined the synagogue when the family
moved to Trumbull in the early 1960's. He
and his two sisters, Wendy and Sheryl,
attended the B'nai Torah Hebrew School and
Jeff became a Bar Mitz\ah under Rabbi Wallin in 1975.

Jeff's wife Terri has been a long time member as well. Her parents
joined when she was young and she too attended the Hebrew
school and became a Bat Mitz\ah under Rabbi Wallin.

Jeff and Terri married in 1988 and after a brief period aw ay from
Trumbull, they returned in 1991. After the birth of their tw o daugh-
ters, they joined B'nai Torah as a family. Their children, Lauren (18)
and Monica (15), attended the B'nai Torah Nursery school, the B'nai
Torah Talmud Torah and both became Bat Mitzvah under Rabbi
Brodie. Both Lauren and Monica continued on to 8th grade Talmud
Torah and then to Merkaz, the Community High School for Jewish
Studies.

Both Terri and Jeff have volunteered their time to many B'nai T orah
projects over the years. Most recently, Terri volunteers her time for
Bingo and in helping out in the kitchen, and Jeff has served on the
B'nai Torah Board as V\P. House for a number of terms. Lauren is
currently attending Lafay ette College in PA and has completed her
first y ear of studies, while Monica is finishing her freshman y ear at
Trumbull High School.

Jeff attended Rensselaer Blytechnic Institute for his undergraduate
studies, where he received his B.S. degree in Computer Science,
Magna Cum Laude, 1983, with a Minor in Business. Later, while
working at Perkin-Elmer Corporation, he attended P olytechnic
Institute of N.Y . where he received his M.S. degree in Computer
Science. In 1999, together with two partners, he formed DLS
Solutions, Inc. DLS dewlops software for companies specializing
in the Life Sciences and Laboratory Instrumentation industries. The
company's expertise is in Windows PC and Windows Mobile appli -
cations, and embedded

(continued page 8)
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NEW: Credit Cards

After countless requests from
many of you, B'nai Torah now
has a credit card program. You
may pay dues and tuition, pur -
chase scrip and gifts, etc. using]
your Master Card, Visa or
Discover Credit Card. There is
a $50.00 transaction minimum
and each transaction carries g
5% service fee, in order for the
Synagogue to recoup the cost]
of administering the Program.
Credit card transactions may
be conducted at the Synagogue
or over the telephone. Pleasq
contact Sharon at the
Synagogue or call her at (203
268-6940 for more information
or to make a payment.

£ Congratulations to

all the
graduates of the
Merkaz class of
5770/ 2010

Colin Brodie &

B’nai Torah

t Board of Directors
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CROP Hunger Walk

Our synagogue participated in
the CROPHunger w alk on
Sunday May 2, with w alkers,
workers, individual donations
and a donation from the Sunday
Miny an group. Rabbi Colin
gave the invocation. Penny
Volpe is the recruiter for B'nai
Torah and led the walk.

B'nai Torah leads the way. Itis

so gratifying to see our staunch, concerned children contributing to
such a fine cause and expressing their support with action.

All of us greatly appreciate Penny's dedication and commitment to
the life and commitments of B'nai Torah.

Rabbi Colin (above left) offers his thoughts.

It is lunchtime! The CROP Hunger w alk is
indeed hungry w ork. Penny Volpe and her
team enjoy a brief period of rest and recu-
peration before resuming their march.
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Co-President Elect: a biography
(continued)

systems. He remains part
owner, and is currently Co-
President and Financial officer.
For recreation, Jeff enjoys rae
quetball, softball, and cycling,
and is a major Yankees fan.

Jeff is excited about the co-presi
dency and in working with
Beverly Fein to help grow and
secure the future of
Congregation B'nai Torah. The
best way to get in touch with
him is by email at jlevi@dlssolu-
tions.com (business email), or
by phone (203) 452-1079.

How ever, in order to separate
business related email from syn-
agogue related matters he
would prefer contact through
the synagogue president's email
address
president@bnaitorahct.org.
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DONATIONS

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND

To Norman & Marilyn Elias, mazel tov on
Roberta & Llew's marriage, from Barbara & Carl
Twickler

To Matthew & Lillian Schlager , a donation for
aliyah given at Bethany Schlager's naming, from
Jack & Deborah Goldberg

To Judy Wenten & Family, in memory of David
Wenten, from Beverly & lIrwin P eck & Family,
Barbara Berg

Yahrzeit of Martin Simon, from the Makaron
Family

Yizkor of Elda, Arja & Sam Ferszt Family,
Abraham Waller Family, & Perelsztein Family,
from Bernard & Leah Ferszt

To Barbara Tomsky & Family, in memory of
Harry Tomsky, from Anita & Harold Rosnick

To Melissa Yellen, speedy & full recovery, from
Helen Weiner

To Rabbi Colin Brodie, thank you for returning
calls & helping when | needed help, from L ydia
Lichter

In memory of Samuel Gould, from Leon & Judith
Gould

To Al Zalowitz, Abby & Arthur Kalotkin &
Family, Debbie & Richard Champagne & Family,
in memory of Paul Ricks, from: Barbara & Carl
Twickler , Gale & Paul Antell, Brenda Kendall,
Marge & Richard Labinger, Gerry & Zelig
Zacharow, Roz & Arthur Friedman, Bonnie &
Manny Lobel, Trudie & Mordka Knopf, Renee
Rubin

RITUAL FUND
Yahrzeit of Sidney Doniger, from Evelyn Baum
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Yahrzeit of Sophie Chaiklin & Jacob Zeitz, from
Fred & Charlotte Zeitz

Yahrzeit of Hyman Lipschutz, from Sandra
Wiener

Yahrzeit of Jacob Bernstein, from Martin
Bernstein

NURSERY SCHOOL ENRICHMENT FUND
To Rhoda Katz & Family, in memory of Frank,
from Randi Bregman & Frank Porto & Family,
Bernice & Milton Rubenstein

To Chuck Lipetz, speedy recovery from surgery,
from Gale & Paul Antell

To Janet & Stuart Prottas, in memory of Ruth
Ann, from Marge & Richard Labinger , Lenore &
Gerry Kaiden

HANDLEMAN FUND

In memory of Beatrice & How ard Handleman,
Abraham Kantrowitz & Jerome Handleman, from
Aaron & Sandra Handleman

JEROME MENDELL FUND

To Kitty Mendell, in honor of special birthday
from: Eleanore Cohen, Todd & Karen Holson,
Avis Dannenberg, Sheila Klein, Vivienne
Goldstein, Ellen Eras, Ann Small, Selma
Sheketoff, Judy Zaluda, Shelia Klein, Sue &
Henry Angel, Diane Serlin, Muriel Lefsetz

To Janet & Stuart Prottas, in memory of Ruth
Ann, from Kitty Mendell

To Mitchell & Janet Wechter, in memory of
Leonard Wechter, from Ellen & Steve Mendell

PRAYER BOOK
Yahrzeit in memory of parents & grandparents,
Marcia & Benjamin Frankel, from Alan Frankel

To Richard Ricks, in memory of Paula Ricks,
from Mitzi & Bernard Goldberg
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Space Matzo Balls
by Paul Antell

No, this is not from a Mel Brooks movie. | am talking about bona
fide Jewish astronauts who have translated the ancient, nomadic
ways of our people into a passion for exploration among the stars.

Number one on the list is none other than Judy Resnick, the first
Jewish female astronaut to go into space. She semd as mission
specialist on the maiden voyage of the Space Shuttle and on the
Challenger. She died tragically when the Challenger broke apart
shortly after liftoff for its 10th mission.

Jeffrey Hoffman was the first Jewish male astronaut in space and
the first person ever to bring a Torah into space. He did this during
his 1996 mission on the Space Shuttle Columbia.

Another Jewish astronaut, David W olf, was in orbit during
Hanukkah. Although he could not light his menorah due to the
hazards of fire in an oxygen-rich atmosphere, he did take advan-
tage of zero gravity when spinning his dreidel. "I probably hav e
the record dreidel spin," he later said. "It went for about an hour
and a half until I lost it. It show ed up a few weeks later in an air
filter. | figure it w ent about 25,000 miles."

Then of course there's Gregory Chamitoff, who took mezuzzot
shaped like rockets on to the International Space Station and
placed them on the doorpost near his bunk bed.

llan Ramon was the first Israeli astronaut. He was the payload spe
cialist on the Space Shuttle Columbia and died along with his
crewmates when the Columbia disintegrated during re-entry ov er
Southern Texas. During his career as an astronaut, Judaism \&s a
prominent part of his life in space.

He was the first astronaut to request kosher food in space and the
first one to consult a rabbi about how to observe Shabbat while in

orbit. In addition to a T orah scroll and microfiche copy of the bible,
he carried with him a drawing of the Earth as seen from the moon,
by a Jewish boy in a World War Il concentration camp.

Finally, there is Gary Reisman, who was the first Jewish astronaut
to live on the International Space Station. He took with him a
memento from llan Ramon's widow . He left Earth just before
Passower and asked if he could bring matzo with him. Alas, mis-
sion control thought the crumbs w ould be uncontainable.
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Donations (continued)

In memory of Paula Ricks, from
Roberta & Sy Hirsch

In memory of Paula Millstein
Ricks, from Anne Kaslowsky,
Molly & Elias Salama & Betty &
Richard Shore

GENERAL FUND

To Marge & Bob Schulman, mazel
tov on Jordan Rosen's Bat Mitzvah,
from Barbara & Carl Twickler

To Rose Giardano, in memory of
your daughter, from Barbara &
Charles Lipetz

To Marge & Bob Schulman, mazel
tov on bhirth of grandson, from
Charlotte & Jeffrey Denenberg

To Barbara & Charles Lipetz, mazel
tov on Erica Money's Bat Mitzv ah,
from Barbara & Carl Twickler

To the Hershman Family & Linda &

Stanley lIsrelite, in memory of moth -
er & grandmother, from Charlotte &
Jeffrey Denenberg

KIDDUSH FUND

To Mitchell & Janet Wechter &
Family, in memory of Leonard
Wechter, from Anita & Harold
Rosnick

NEW SOCIAL HALL FUND
To Paul Antell, happy special birth -
day, from Gert Rifkin
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Calendar of Events

Saturday, June 19
Sivan Tepper Bat Mitzvah
9:15 a.m.

Friday, June 25
Book Sale 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Sunday, June 27
Book Sale 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Saturday, July 3
Kayla Scinto Bat Mitzvah
9:15 a.m.

Tuesday, July 20
Tisha B’Av

Saturday, July 31
Yoni Brodie Bar Mitzv ah
9:15 a.m.

Saturday, August 21
Jessica Minty Bat Mitzvah
9:15 a.m.

Sponsor a Kiddush or
Oneg!

Celebrate a simcha. Honor a
loved one. It's simple to do, just
sponsor a Friday night oneg
($100) or Saturday morning kid -
dush ($136). Call Debbie
Velthuizen for more information

- (203)445-9973.

Special Announcement

If you would like to make a
donation to any of the B'nai
Torah funds in honor or in
memory of someone, or for a
special occasion, please con
tact Bonnie Lobel (203) 261-
8385.

If you would like to send a
card from the congregation,
please contact Shirley Cohen
(203) 268-4514.

Either can be for happy or
sad occasions. Brhaps you
just want to say Mazel Tov!
No one should be left out!
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